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Course Syllabus 
NRES 433L/833L Wildlife Management Techniques Lab 

 
Fall 2013 

 
Instructor:  
Dr. Larkin Powell 
Professor 
School of Natural Resources 
Office: 419 Hardin Hall 
Phone: 472-6825 
Email: lpowell3 at unl.edu 
Office Hours: by appointment (email preferred) 
 
Assistants: 
Dr. Mary Bomberger Brown 
Ms. Lucia Corral 
Mr. Andrei Snyman 
Dr. Jennifer Smith 
 
Course description:   
Field and laboratory skills needed for wildlife management emphasizing wildlife and vegetation 
surveys, mark-recapture of wildlife, radio-telemetry, aging and forensic methods, and habitat 
assessment.   
 
Course location/time: 
Lab: Off-campus Excursion at Cedar Point Biological Station (during Fall Break) 
 
Required Textbooks (also required for NRES 433/833): 
 
Powell, L. A. 2013.  Course Packet: Wildlife Techniques Lab.  University of Nebraska-Lincoln.  
 --this will be provided to you at Cedar Point. 
 
Silvy, N. J.  2012. The Wildlife Techniques Manual: Research (7th edition, Vol. 1).  The John 

Hopkins University Press, Baltimore, MD. 
 
Silvy, N. J.  2012.  The Wildlife Techniques Manual: Management (7th edition, Vol. 2).  The 

John Hopkins University Press, Baltimore, MD. 
 
 

Course Objectives: 
By the end of this course, students should be able to:  

1. Demonstrate the ability to design and carry out research using field techniques for 
population analysis (animal capture/marking, surveys, and aging and sexing). 
2. Use appropriate laboratory techniques for forensic analyses related to management 
and conservation.  
3. Collect animal movement data with radio-telemetry.   
4. Collect and perform cursory analyses of habitat data. 
5.  Demonstrate basic fluency with Global Positioning Systems (GPS) and mapping 
technology, in the context of solving management problems. 
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This course will: 

1.  Provide a forum for discussion of new techniques in wildlife management. 
2.  Enable us to develop methods for tackling assignments in scientific teams.   
3.  Provide each student with a set of skills that may be used in applied situations as 
they begin careers in the field of wildlife management and conservation. 

 
Graduate students:  Graduate students will be assessed using higher standards than 
undergraduate students, and will be expected to take on special leadership roles in the group 
exercises.  Graduate students will be asked to give a short presentation during the excursion 
relating to a topic of their interest. 
 
Cheating/plagiarism: Please review Section 4 of UNL's Student Code of Conduct for 
definitions and warnings against cheating and plagiarism.  UNL's policy on Academic 
Dishonesty states that a student may receive a sanction as severe as removal from a course 
with a failing grade for any type of Academic Dishonesty.  Our policy is: at the first detection of 
cheating or plagiarism, you will receive a failing grade on the assignment in question, and we 
will ask you to visit our offices to discuss corrections to your work.  Based on the case, we may 
also recommend a sanction beyond failing the assignment.  If a second case occurs, you will be 
removed from the course with a failing grade.  Remember that plagiarism goes beyond copying 
someone else’s work "word-for-word". It includes using ideas without proper citation. It is 
essential, therefore, that you acknowledge the ideas of other scientists (including your 
classmates) in all of your written work and reports. Failing to properly cite ideas is as critical as 
copying your friend’s homework.   

Attendance: This course is taught off-campus, and attendance for the entire field excursion is 
required.  Our laboratory exercises will be held as one unit at Cedar Point Biological Station 
near Ogallala, NE.  Because of the nature of field trips, discussions, and computer laboratories, 
it is not possible to "make them up".  Thus, if you have to miss the Excursion, you will have to 
drop the course.  For excused absences within the Excursion (e.g., sickness, injury), you may 
use a partner’s data, but you will only receive a maximum of a "3".  Late learning reports will be 
accepted, but will receive a maximum of a "3".    

The excursion will be held during Fall Break (Friday-Tuesday).  We leave on Friday afternoon, 
and we arrive back in Lincoln on Tuesday afternoon.  Students should not plan to drive to reach 
the destination (transportation will be provided).  The Excursion is funded with the course fees 
you paid for this course, which will include your food and lodging at Cedar Point.  Refunds for 
course fees will follow University of Nebraska rules and regulations; I am not in charge of your 
course fees.  Check your schedules early and reserve these dates.   

Expectations:  You are responsible for attending the pre-trip orientation before the Excursion.  
Cedar Point Biological Station has a no-alcohol policy.  This course abides by that policy.  
Evidence of alcohol use at Cedar Point will result in a failing grade in the course.  Other 
expectations of natural resource professionals will be enforced.  Students who disrupt the 
course will be taken to the Ogallala bus station and expected to find their way back to Lincoln.  
Professional attitudes and behavior will be expected.   

Final Exam: The final exam for this lab will be held at Cedar Point, at the end of our field 
excursion.  There will be no final exam during final exam week.   

Animal care and use:  To present proper techniques for mark-recapture and radio telemetry 
methods, it is necessary to use live animals in this course.  You will be trained in the proper 
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methods for care and use of animals in this course.  The UNL Institutional Animal Care and 
Use Committee (IACUC) has approved the methods used--IACUC Permit #05-07-047D.     

Additional help:  Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact the instructor for a 
confidential discussion of their individual needs for academic accommodation. It is the policy of 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln to provide flexible and individualized accommodation to 
students with documented disabilities that may affect their ability to fully participate in course 
activities or to meet course requirements. To receive accommodation services, students must 
be registered with the Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) office, 132 Canfield 
Administration, 472-3787 voice or TTY.  

Emergency procedures:  Familiarize yourself with the emergency procedures posted at 
Cedar Point Biological Station.  In the event of any emergency, please listen for instructions. 
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NRES 433L/833L Wildlife Management Techniques 

Grading Model 
 

Final Course Grade 

A+ 98-100% 

A 90-97% 

B+ 88-89% 

B 80-87% 

C+ 78-79% 

C 70-77% 

D+ 68-69% 

D 60-67% 

F <60% 
 

 
Note: Fisheries and Wildlife majors, per requirements of their major, may not take this course as P/NP.  
Although UNL students implemented the current +/- grading system, we believe it unfairly penalizes 
students for “-” grades during calculations and interpretations of your GPA.  To protect students from their 
own poor policy (!), we do not give “-“grades and highly recommend repeal of the +/- grading system. 

 

Calculation of Final Grades 

Final Exam: 20% of final grade 

Pass/Fail Laboratory Exercises and Reports: 70% of final grade 

Professionalism: 10% of grade 

   

 

Example Calculation of Final Grade 

Your score on Lab Exercises: 80% 

Your score on Final Exam: 64% 

Your score on Professionalism:  100% 

 

Final grade = (64*0.20) + (80*0.70) + (100*0.10)  

= 12.8 + 56.0 + 10 

= 78.8% 
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Pass/Fail Homework 

The following are general standards for grading of homework and laboratory exercises.  For many 
assignments, you may be given standards that are specific to that assignment. 

Grade received Description of work required to obtain grade 

4 Impressive.  At least 90% of required answers or responses are correct on first submission.  
Answers are very detailed, very complete, and show evidence of advanced critical thinking.  
All questions are answered.  Very few, if any errors in grammar or spelling.  High amount of 
effort expended to complete the assignment. 

3 Proficient.  At least 80% of required answers or responses are correct.  Answers are 
detailed, complete, and show evidence of critical thinking.  All questions answered.  Very 
few errors in grammar or spelling.  Assignment is complete and adequate, but not 
exceptional. 

2 Limited.  At least 60% of required answers or responses are correct.  Answers are not as 
detailed as required to show evidence of critical thinking.  May not have provided answers 
for all questions.  Contain some errors in grammar or spelling.  To encourage learning, you 
may correct errors and resubmit within 1 week (highest grade on re-submittal is a "3").  

1 Attempted.  Assignment was turned in, but less than 60% of required answers or responses 
were correct.  May not have provided answers for all questions.  Contain many errors in 
grammar or spelling. To encourage learning, you may correct errors and resubmit within 1 
week (highest grade on re-submittal is a "3").  

0 Fail.  Did not complete the assignment.  Either absent (unexcused) from class or 
assignment not received by due date.  No resubmissions possible. 

Your overall homework assignment grade will be the average of all homework/assignment scores, 
scaled to a percentage score as follows: 

 

Average 
score 

% Average 
score 

% Average 
score 

% Average 
score 

% 

4.0= 100 3.0= 85 2.0= 75 1.0= 65 

3.9= 98 2.9= 84 1.9= 74 0.9= 64 

3.8= 96 2.8= 83 1.8= 73 0.8= 63 

3.7= 94 2.7= 82 1.7= 72 0.7= 62 

3.6= 92 2.6= 81 1.6= 71 0.6= 61 

3.5= 90 2.5= 80 1.5= 70 0.5= 60 

3.4= 89 2.4= 79 1.4= 69 0.4= 59 

3.3= 88 2.3= 78 1.3= 68 0.3= 58 

3.2= 87 2.2= 77 1.2= 67 0.2= 57 

3.1= 86 2.1= 76 1.1= 66 0.1= 56 

  


